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Have you used the updated Function Scores report yet?
• Yes I love it!
• No not yet
• I didn’t know anything changed 

How would you rate your understanding of the new Expected 
Discharge Score Quality Measure?

• Very confident – it makes sense
• Somewhat confident – I need to study some more
• Not very confident – this is really confusing
• This is the first I’m hearing of it



Understand how to calculate:

• Exclusionary Criteria

• Expected Score Calculation

• Entry/Discharge Score



S042 – Discharge Function Score

• New measure introduced with MDS version 18 changes.

• Will replace N037 in the Short Stay QM domain for Five-Star Ratings.

• Reported with Short Stay but this is a QRP Type evaluating Medicare 
Part A SNF Stay (must have matching 5-Day and PPS Discharge).

• End Date of most recent Medicare stay in A2400C determines 
reporting quarter.



S042 – Discharge Function Score

• The CMS algorithm incorporates the entry score and other relevant 
conditions from the 5-Day assessment into 74 risk adjustment factors 
to calculate a resident specific expectation of improvement.

• In plain language, this discharge measure says,

Under normal stay conditions  a resident with these covariates

should improve in functional independence by this much.



Exclusions
Admission Criteria

A1600 - A0900 < 18 years Resident younger than age 18

B0100 = [ 1 ] Coma, persistent vegetative state

I0020B or I8000A-J Complete tetraplegia - Severe brain damage - Locked-in syndrome - Severe 
anoxic brain damage, cerebral edema, or compression of brain

O0400B1 + O0400B2 + O0400B3 = [0] No occupational therapy minutes on admission

O0400C1 + O0400C2 + O0400C3 = [0] No physical therapy minutes on admission

Discharge Criteria

A0310F = [ 12 ] Resident died in facility

A0310G = [ 2 ] Unplanned discharge

A2105 = [ 04, 05, 07 ] or [ 09, 10 ] Discharge to acute/psychiatric/LTC hospital or discharge to hospice.

A2400C – A2400B < 3 Part A Stay less than 3 days

O0110K1b = [ 1 ] Hospice care while a resident

Incomplete PPS Stay



S042 – Discharge Function Score

• The CMS algorithm incorporates the entry score and other relevant 
conditions from the 5-Day assessment into 74 risk adjustment factors 
to calculate a resident specific expectation of improvement.

• In plain language, this discharge measure says,

Under normal stay conditions  a resident with these covariates

should improve in functional independence by this much.



Baseline Constants

Primary 
Medical Condition

Prior Conditions

Admission Status

Active Diagnoses

S042 Covariates



S042 – Discharge Function Score

• The CMS algorithm incorporates the entry score and other relevant 
conditions from the 5-Day assessment into 74 risk adjustment factors 
to calculate a resident specific expectation of improvement.

• In plain language, this discharge measure says,

Under normal stay conditions  a resident with these covariates

should improve in functional independence by this much.



Entry/Discharge Score

• Use the value of the code from 10 Section GG items to 

calculate the entry score.

• [ 01 ] – Dependent = 1

• [ 06 ] – Independent = 6

• [ 07, 09, 10, 88, ^, - ] – Activity Not Attempted (ANA)*

• If Walk 10 Feet = ANA on both the 5-Day and PPS Discharge, use 

score from Wheel 50 Feet twice.

• Compare the discharge score from column 3 to the 

expected discharge score to evaluate if the stay met or 

missed the CMS expectation.

*ANA responses are statistically imputed for Entry/Discharge Scores.



Scan code or visit simpleltc.com/demo to get started

SimpleComplete

The industry’s only complete solution 

for reimbursement, referrals and 

regulatory compliance.

One simple suite 
for SNF success

MDS predictive 
analytics. 

Optimize PDPM, Five-
Star/QMs and iQIES 
workflow

PBJ and 
staffing. 

Simplify Payroll-
Based Journal and 
staffing strategy

Referrals and 
reimbursement. 

Build census and 
optimize claims revenue 
in real time

https://www.simpleltc.com/demo/


Thanks for attending!
Recording will be posted within SimpleAnalyzer
(Click “Help” > “Video Demos”)
https://secure.simpleltc.com 

https://secure.simpleltc.com/
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